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London next sent to Iowa for a married couple to come to
California and keep house for him and his two daughters.
The couple took care of the children for a few months, then
went upstate, where the man had been offered a job. Once
again left alone with his two girls, London paid to have
them kept in the Protestant Orphan Asylum on Haight
Street.

John London was then in his mid-forties, a nice-looking
man with a full-face beard, kindly, gentle, remembered by
every one as sweet. Still grieving over the loss of his wife
and son, he was persuaded by a fellow-worker to attend a
spiritualist meeting. " Come on, John, and see if you can't
get a message from them." Instead of getting a message
from his old wife, London got himself a new one.

Whether London met Flora before or after the birth of her
son is not a matter of record, but there can be little doubt
that he knew Flora had not been married to Chaney. Flora
told it herself in public meeting in Charter Oak Hall while
in the process of giving the now absent Professor a through
castigation. At the time most people wondered why London
married Flora. Though not in robust health he was well
set up, had a pleasant personality, and was liked by the
women he took out, particularly the attractive actress who
accompanied him on Saturday afternoons to visit his two
daughters in the Orphan Asylum.

John London was alone in San Francisco, he was a home-
body; he longed for a wife and hearth for himself, and for a
home and mother for his daughters. Flora was convivial,
she was a good talker, she played the piano for him and
filled his lonesome hours. When he once again came down
with typhus, she nursed him. Two weeks after John was
confined to his bed Flora appeared at the Orphan Asylum
during the Saturday afternoon visiting hours, told the
girls that their father was ill and that she was to be their
new mother. The girls refused to believe her.

On the seventh of September, 1876, Flora Wellman
signed herself as Flora Chaney on the marriage licence and
took her eight-months-old son to live with John London in